
 

 

St. Cyprianõs Mission Statement 

To worship, serve the Lord and provide opportunities for spiritual 

growth through service, evangelism and Christian formation. 

St. Cyprianõs Epistle 

is published on the 28th of 

each month by St. Cyp-

rianõs Episcopal Church. 
Telephone: 757-723-8253 

Fax: 757-723-8856 
stcyprnshampton@aol.com 
www.stcypriansva.org 

 

Newsletter Deadline ~              

20th of each month. 
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 Upcoming Events  
 

Jan. 26ñPre-Council @ Hickory  

 Neck Epis. Church, Toano 

Feb.12-14ñAnnual Council in Wil-

 liamsburg 

Feb. 28ñCelebration of Absalom 

  Jones Day @ St. James 

 

From the Rector 
  

   For some time now, Haiti has been one of the most, if not the 

 most impoverished nation in the Western Hemisphere.  Poverty, 

 hunger, homelessness, sickness are rampant, among other things. 

 Recognizing this fact, the Vestry agreed several months ago to 

 support children of Haiti by becoming a sponsor of the Haiti  

 Micah Project. 

 

 Haiti needs us more than ever! As many of you know the Haitian 

 community has just suffered one of its most devastating earth-

 quakes in their history. Many have been killed and the death toll  

 is expected to rise as many dedicated people continue to sort 

 through the rubble. 

 

 While it is true that they need clothing, food, and other items,  

 it is suggested that monetary gifts be given, because they are  

 unable to receive such a high volume of items at this point.   

 I am calling on Saint Cyprian's to respond.  For the next few  

 Sundays, we will collect an offering which will be used to assist  

 relief efforts.  Checks should be made payable to Saint  

 Cyprianõs, with òHaitió on the memo line. The church will  

 combine all of your donations and send one check. Your  

 generosity will help to ensure that some of the suffering  

 experienced will be eased. 

 

 In the meantime, continue to pray for all who have been  

 affected by this overwhelming occurrence. 

 

 Godõs peace, 

 (The Rev.) Dennis D. Patterson, Jr. 

 

 



 

 

   

Attention Youth and their Parents 

 
Church School has begun. Weõre still 

waiting for additional teachers to come 

on board. Weõd be grateful if you would 

consider helping with this important 

ministry for our young people. But until 

then, we hope to see our youth on 

Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 

 

 

4th Nonagenarian  

Remembered 
~ Submitted by Fannie J. Walls,  

Chairman, Celebrations Committee 

 

On Tuesday, December 29th, a surprised Gwen Daniels was 

honored on her 90th birthday at Shelton-on the-Bay Retire-

ment Center. Wearing a silver tiara, Birthday Queen Gwen 

enjoyed reading her card which had been signed by many  

parishioners, as well as the birthday serenade, loads of conver-

sation and gifts, ice cream and cake with residents, staff and 

parishioners.  Those parishioners in attendance were: Jean 

Carnegie, Lucretia Clayton, Mary Kelley, Joyce Lomax,  

M. Barbee Pleasant, and Fannie Walls. We all had a lot of fun 

and found it rewarding to be with Gwen and her fellow 

residents for this special occasion.   

 

 

Celebration of  the Feast  

of  Absalom Jones 
 

The annual service to celebrate the life of the first black  

Episcopal priest, Absalom Jones, has been scheduled as  

follows: 

 Date: Sunday, February 28th  

 Time: 4 p.m.  

 Place: St. James Episcopal Church, Portsmouth, 

  The Rev. John O. Agbaje, Rector.  

 Preacher & Celebrant: Bishop Hollerith 

The mini-bus will go if enough people sign up. A sign-up sheet 

is on the table in the hallway. 
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Annual Parish Meeting  

And Election of   

Vestry 
The following outgoing  

Vestry members were  

given a token of thanks 

for their service  

over the past three years: 

 Ardelle Anderson 

 Ramona Frazier 

 Cornelius A. Taylor, III 

 Fannie J. Walls 

Elected as incoming Vestry members 

were the following and we are grateful 

to them for their willingness to serve: 

 Renee Barnes 

 Darlene Jackson 

 James Lockhart 

 Leroy Stiff, M.D. 

 

 Christmas Poinsettias 

 Our thanks to all  

 persons who donated 

 poinsettias this year. The 

church was simply beautiful because of 

them. If you donated a plant and have 

not yet picked it up, please do so by 

the 15th. After that time it will be 

assumed that you do not wish to take 

it. (The list of donors is on pg. 9.)  

 

Trivia Bowl Contest 
Thanks to our team, composed of Sam, 

Stacey, Teresa, Ramona & Carolyn, for 

participating at Emmanuel Church on 

Saturday, January 9th. They tied for 

3rd place out of the 10 teams compet-

ing. Our team was only 8 points away 

from the winning team, so competition 

was tight. Cheering them on were 

Woody, Tyler, Janae and Jordyn.  



 

 

E.C.W. News  
~ submitted by Teresa Dorsey 

 

Dear Church Family:  

On behalf of the E.C.W., allow me to say Happy New Year.  The E.C.W. ended the year on a high 

note.  We celebrated the Christmas holiday with a lovely luncheon that included about 35 residents of 

Langley Village.  St. Cyprianõs was represented by about 21 of our parishioners.  This year we even had 

some of the Men's Club attend.  We served lunch, played games, sang Christmas Carols and awarded 

prizes.  Thank you to all who participated.  Special thank yous to Jeff Corbin for the bell solo, to Joyce 

Harden for leading us at the beginning and the end in prayer and to Woody for being the MC.  Many, 

many thanks also to Diane and Gloria for being our clowns.  My sincere gratitude to all of the ladies who 

came out and helped on that very cold December 19th.  We had another successful afternoon. 

Ladies, please remember that it is again election time.  We must elect a new president.  I have been hon-

ored to serve for you and with you, but it is time for me to step aside.  I have some family issues that I 

must consider.  Please know that I will always support you in any way possible. 

We will have our January meeting on the 16th of January at 10:00 AM. I hope all of you can start out the 

new year by attending our E.C.W. meetings. We need all of you. 

Many blessings, and I look forward to seeing you on the 16th. 

Teresa  

 

Music Corner ~ submitted by Phyllis Holland-James 

 

  

 

  

  

 Our Music Ministry was quite busy during the  

Advent/Christmas season. We launched a music-based  

Advent Candle Lighting Ceremony which preceded the  

11 a.m. service. Thanks to Fannie Walls, Sam Ewell, Teresa 

Dorsey and Ramona Frazier for serving as readers and to the 

Handbell Choir for providing additional music.  

 The Celestial Choir presented the cantata, òTouched by 

a Child, Touched by a King,ó with Hollie Monroe and Woody 

Dorsey as narrators. The Youth Ministry presented a short 

musical entitled òGuess Whoõs Coming to Bethlehem?ó We are 

most grateful to the parents/guardians and Rev. Patterson 

for their support in this endeavor. 

 Our Hymn of the Month (HOM), òWalking up the 

Kingõs Highway,ó will resume on January 17th.  

 

  

  

 

 The 4th Sundaysõ Praise and 

Worship Service (led by the Inspira-

tional Choir) will resume on January 

24th at 10:40 a.m. They welcome Jua-

nita Alexander to the choir.  

 Stay tuned for further informa-

tion regarding our Handbell Choir. 

 

Music Trivia 

 In lieu of a trivia question this 

month, the Music Ministry recommends 

the movie òAugust Rushó as wonderful 

family viewing. It tells the story of a 

musical prodigy boy who escapes from  

foster care, and is finally united with his 

individually gifted parents. (available 

from Amazon.com.) 
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A report on Bazaar proceeds will be given 

in next monthõs newsletter after all monies 

have been turned in. 



 

 

Note of  Thanks 
  

The family of Thomas J. 

Bembry, Jr. expresses pro-

found gratitude and deep ap-

preciation for the many beau-

tiful expressions of caring and 

love extended, not only dur-

ing their bereavement, but 

over the past almost three 

years that he was in River-

side Convalescent Center. 

Your kind deeds are appreci-

ated and will be  

remembered with gratitude. 

We are also grateful for gifts 

which are being received for 

the Building Fund in  

Thomasõ memory. May God 

bless each of you.            

                Minnie Bembry    

     and family  

  

 

Did You Knowé?  ~submitted by Darlene Jackson  

(Continued)  More definitions of terms used in the Episcopal  

  Church.  

 

Acclamation-  

Term for the opening sentences at the beginning of the Eucharist, usually òBlessed be God: Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.ó   Alternative Acclamations are provided for Lent and the Easter season. 

 

Banns of  marriage- 

Traditionally the public announcement of a forthcoming marriage (BCP 437).  The Banns are published on 
the three (3) Sundays prior to the marriage, a custom that derives from a medieval practice insuring that 
those getting married were not closely related to each other and had no prior commitments to marry  
others. 
 
John N. Wall, A Dictionary for Episcopalians, Cowley Publishing. This material is used by permission of the publisher.  © 2000 John N. Wall.  

All rights reserved. 
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Thanks toé 
 
Ǆ  Those who gave funds for gift cards for 

the Langley Village Christmas party. 

 

ǄThe Hardens,  Menõs Club, Altar Guild 
and Teresa & her team and who all played 

a big part in getting the church (inside and 

outside) ready for Advent and Christmas.   

 
Ǆ Mary Kelley for heading up the Parish 

Hall tree-decorating team. The two trees 

were beautiful. 

 

ǄPhyllis, the choir and youth for their 

special Christmas presentations. 

 

ǄThe Menõs Club for the festive Eggnog 
Sip following the Christmas Eve service. 

 

ǄBillie Wilson for purchasing food items 

for 70 bag lunches which the ECW will 

prepare this month. 

 

Ǆ Mark Farquharson for his continued 

updating of our web site. 

Birth  
Zuri Marie Nicole Vinson 

 born December 27, 2009 

 5 lb, 10 oz. 

Length: 18ó   

Both mother & baby are doing well. 

       Congratulations to  

       father Philip and new  

      ògrandmaó Brenda ! 

 

 

 

Marriage 
Charles Allen Wynder, Jr. 

and 

Bethany Suzanne Dickerson 
Saturday, July 18, 2009 

Christ Church, St. Michaelõs Parish 

St. Michaelõs, MD 
(The service bulletin is posted on our bulletin 

board.) 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

     1 

9:00 - H.B.  

11:00 - Choir  

2 

38:30 -

HE. II  

9:45 - Church  

  Sch.  

11:00 - HE II  

 & Child -  

   renõs 

   Chapel  

4 5 6 

1:00 - Prayer 

& Meditation  

 

6:30 - 7:30 ð 

Bible Study  

7 8 

 

9:00 - H.B.  

11:00 - Choir  

9 

12:30 - Youth 

SundayRe-

hearsal  

 

9am- 3:30pm  

L.E.M. 

Workshop @ 

10 

8:30 - H.E.II  

9:45 - Church  

  Sch.  

11:00 

HE. II / Youth  

     Sun.  

11 12 

7:15 - Vestry  

13 

1:00 - Prayer 

& Meditation  

6:30 - 7:30 ð 

Bible Study  

14 15 

 

9:00 - H.B.  

11:00 - Choir  

16 

10amñECW 

 

11am- Cir.#1  

17  Vestry  

      Photos  

8:30 - H.E.II  

9:45 - Church  

      Sch.  

11:00 HE II 

& Childrenõs  

Chapel  

18 

Office 

Closed for 

Martin  

Luther King 

Jr. Day  

19 20 

1:00 - Prayer 

& Meditation  

6:30 - 7:30 ð 

Bible Study  

21 22 

9:00 - H.B.  

11:00 - Choir  

7:00 - Menõs  

     Club  

23 

24  HELP  

      Sun.  

8:30 - HE. II  

9:45 - Church  

     Sch.  

10:40 -

Praise & 

Worship Ser  

25 26 

7- 9 pm -  Pre -   

Council

(Conv.V) @ 

Hickory Neck 

Epis.Church, 

Toano  

27 

1:00 - Prayer 

& Meditation  

6:30 - 7:30 ð 

Bible Study  

28 29 

 

9:00 - H.B.  

11:00 - Choir  

30 

10:00 ñECW 

  Prepares  

  Bag  

  Lunches  

31  

8:30 - HE. II  

9:45 - Church  

     Sch.  

11:00 - HE. II 

& Childrenõs 
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It is expected that our delegates and  

alternates will attend the January 26th 

Pre-Council meeting in preparation for 

Annual Council next month. 
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S C H E D U L E     F O R     S E R V E R S 

 

January 3ñThe Second Sunday after Christmas 

Altar Guild: Jean Boyd, Karen Holley, Ramona Frazier, Maria Watkins 

Lay Readers: 8:30amð Sandra Corbin; 11:00am-Hollie Monroe, Woody Dorsey 

Lector: Juanita Alexander 

Acolytes: 8:30amð Alberta Reid; 11:00amð Will Canty, Alexis Canty, Allen R. Jones, III, Scott Jones 

Ushers: 8:30am-W.Lovett, L.C.Wyatt, Alberta Reid, Michele Sydney 

11:00amð Sylvester Newsome, George Bell, James Bell, Lucretia Clayton 

Greeter: James A. Bell 

 

January 10ñThe First Sunday after the Epiphany ð Youth Sunday  

Altar Guild: Lucretia Clayton, Lora Ham, Ele Pritchett, Delores Minor 

Lay Readers: 8:30am-Stephanie Kendall; 11:00amð Darlene Jackson, Connie Daniels 

Lectors: Youth  

Acolytes: 8:30-DeLaine Headen; 11am-Terrance, Bryant & Durand Diggs, Dale Ham 

Ushers: 8:30am- W.Lovett, L.C.Wyatt, Alberta Reid, Michele Sydney 

11:00am- Youth, assisted by  Charlene Farquharson, Connie McCullough, Regal DuBose, Barbara Ward 

Greeter:  Martha Milo-Avery 

 

January 17ñThe Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Altar Guild: Deborah Davis, Stacey Hester, Fannie J. Walls, Betty Lewis 

Lay Readers: 8:30amðDeLaine Headen; 11:00amð  James Lockhart, Gloria Whittico 

Lector:  Nettie Bailey 

Acolytes: 8:30amðJerome Sheppard; 11am-M.Farquharson, Tyler Frazier, Joy Watkins, Janae Hester    

Ushers: 8:30am- W.Lovett, L.C. Wyatt, Alberta Reid, Michele Sydney 

11:00amð Earl Hester, Stacey Hester, Cornelius A. Taylor III, Mark Farquharson 

Greeter: DeõIone Jenkins 

 

January 24ñThe Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Altar GuildñDeborah Davis, Stacey Hester, Fannie J. Walls, Betty Lewis 

Lay Readers: 8:30am -Sandra Corbin; 11amð Olive Ezell, Norma Pinkelton 

Lector: Daisy Bell 

Acolytes: 8:30amð Alberta Reid; 11amñOlivia, Norman, Miles Wilkerson, Asia & Mia Monroe 

Ushers: 8:30am- W.Lovett, L.C. Wyatt, Alberta Reid, Michele Sydney 

11:00amñBill Walls, Sam Ewell, Will Canty, DeõIone Jenkins  

Greeter: Teresa Dorsey 

 

January 31ñThe Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Altar Guild: Jean Boyd, Karen Holley, Ramona Frazier, Maria Watkins 

Lay Readers: 8:30amð Dorian Wilkerson; 11:00amð Deborah Davis, Ardelle Anderson 

Lector:  Audrey Cobb 

Acolytes: 8:30amð Jerome Sheppard; 11am- Olivia, Norman & Miles Wilkerson, Asia & Mia Monroe 

Ushers: 8:30am ðW.Lovett, L.C.Wyatt, Alberta Reid, Michele Sydney 

11:00amð James Bell, Lucretia Clayton, Sylvester Newsome, George Bell 

Greeter:  George Bell 



 

 

 

1/2    Madison Barner 

1/6  Marece Gibbs-Mayo 

1/7  Lois Benjamin 

1/9 Delores Gayle 

1/13 Julia Bassette 

1/14 Charles Wynder, Jr. 

Angelina Burney 

1/16 Leslie Stiff Jones 

1/18 Bernice Wilson 

1/19 Christina Nicole Ford 

1/20 Jett Cobb 

 Ron Minor 

1/24 Aisha Kendall 

1/25 Calvin Wilson 

1/30 Karen Wilson 

1/31 Marcia Dunn 

 
  

Birthdays                    We Pray for the Repose of:  
 

Col. (U.S. Army Ret.) Thomas J. Bembry, Jr. 

December 31, 2009 
 

Elwood Blowe (uncle of Dr. Minnie Stiff) 

December 13, Portsmouth VA 

 

Paula Owens (niece of Dr. Norma Pinkelton) 

December 29, Philadelphia 

  +May the souls of the faithful departed, by the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.  And may light perpetual shine upon them.+             
   
Remember in Prayer 
 

Aurelia Parker* 

Gwen Daniels*  

Eloise Carter*   

Mary Robinson                       

Calvin Wilson   

Carrie & Francis Horne 

Marc Miller, Sr.   

Leonard Alexander 

Euperta Gaston 

Gwendolyn Newsome  

Suetta Scott 

Jean Boyd 

Connie Daniels 

Gloria Whittico & her Family 
Nettie Bailey 

James A. Bell 

Elizabeth J. Evans 

Michele Sydney 

The Bembry Family 

Minnie Stiff & her family 

Norma Pinkelton & her family 

M.Barbee Pleasant 

Annette Monroe-Martin  

 

 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are 

dear to us to your never-failing care 

and love, for this life and the life to 

come, knowing that thou art doing 

for them better things than we can 

desire or pray for;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   Amen  

                     ~ BCP p. 831 

 

 

Anniversaries 
 

1/30   Calvin & Bernice Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we missed your date,  

please let us know (723-8253).  

Pray for Those Serving Abroad 

 Afghanistan:  Jeremy Lambert (friend of Phyllis & Jodie James),

  Marc  Miller, Jr.   

 Kuwait:    Lauren Scales. 

  

Thomas Phillips, Jr. (friend of the Barnes family). 

Christopher Jett, nephew of Connie Daniels, who was serving in Iraq,   

 now hospitalized in Alaska.           
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* Convalescent Center 



 

 

 

News from Circle #2 
 

Santaõs Helpers Were Here 
Submitted by Barbara T. Savage, Secretary of Circle #2 

 

On Thursday early evening, December 17,  Santaõs Help-

ersñmembers of Circle #2ñwere busy decorating Ran-

dall Hall, trimming Christmas trees and stuffing goodie 

bags. The churchõs mini-bus, driven by Regal DuBose, 

carried a number of our church seniors to see the Festi-

val of Lights in Newport News Park. They returned to 

Randall Hall to fellowship, eat, drink and sing Christ-

mas carols. Each senior received a goodie bag prior to 

the singing of òWe Wish You a Merry Christmasó and 

departing for home. 

 

Santaõs helpers left feeling pleased that they helped 

Santa to bring smiles, peace and joy to some of our most 

cherished parishioners. Special thanks to Mary Kelley  

(for decorating Randall Hall), Mary Tall Jackson (from 

Circle #1) and the members of Circle #2 (for refresh-

ments). 
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A Big Christmas Surprise 
 

 On Christmas Eve, our daughter Tinea Joi Savage Otey, 

M.D., surprised her parents and family by presenting to us a copy of 

her first book, published just in time for the holiday season. It is an 

autobiography with the pen name of Dr. Elise Wilfred entitled Pain 

and PerseveranceñA Testimony of Lifeõs Lessons. 

 As one of St. Cyprianõs youth who has journeyed through the 

years to what she is today, perhaps you may be interested to read her 

story. 

 A flyer is posted on the hallway easel giving more information 

on the contents of the book and how to order:  

www.authorhouse.com (under religion)    

Amazon.com        

Google.com 

Barnes and Noble 

Borders 

For questions: drelisewilfred@aol.com 

 

Submitted by  

(Mom) Barbara T. Savage (723-8172) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Fannie Walls also delivered a 

poinsettia and Christmas card 

from Circle #2 to some of our sick 

and shut-ins.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim Canty thanks members for 

the MANY gently used books, 

magazines and games you have 

brought for the V.A. patients. 

This will be an on-going project. 

Thereõs a basket in the hallway 

for your donations.  

 

 

The Burial Service for 

Col. Thomas J. Bembry, Jr.  
will take place at 

Arlington National Cemetery 

on Thursday, February 18, 2010 

at 11 a.m. 

There will be a sign-up sheet on the 

hallway table to determine if there 

are members who would like  

to attend.   

Coffee Hour 

Hostesses are needed for 

next month. If your organization 

can host, or if you are not in a  

Circle, wonõt you consider supply-

ing light refreshments. The Coffee 

Hour sheet is posted on the  

bulletin board in the hallway. 

 


